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Political File Questions 

 Late last year, the FCC issued a number of orders to 
clarify broadcasters’ obligations under amendments to the 
Communications Act created by the Bipartisan Campaign 
Reform Act of 2002 (“BCRA”) concerning the contents and 

to resolve complaints against a number of television stations 

Political File Order
Political File Order, the FCC interpreted BCRA 

addition to the sponsor’s identity, information about all 
political matters of national importance referenced in each 
ad, including (1) the identity of the names of all candidates 

to Use Directional 
Antennas

Report and Order

permitting the use of booster stations by LPFMs, and increasing 

objections of commercial broadcast interests, including the 

for Rehires
Order 

time employees in a station employment unit to conduct a 

recruitment process for that vacancy normally mandated 

continued on page 7

continued on page 8
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Letter

than the 60 dBu contour for the main station, in violation of 
R

enhance reception inside homes and thereby enhance retention 

could be useful to many other stations, and proposed the 

(5) proposed facilities may receive from, but not cause

up transmission path in the event the primary transmission 

really just a request to circumvent the normal limitation on 

 

Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

description in their transmissions, just as is required of stations 

programming more accessible to blind or visually impaired 

quarter, these stations must broadcast at least 50 hours of video-

described programming during prime time or as children’s 

to create and distribute video-described programming in 

continued on page 3

continued on page 8
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Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking

and syndicated programming from the imported station’s 

can be carried or must be deleted from the signals of distant 

that county can petition to be placed on the List for the desired 

a combination of people meters, set meters, code readers, and 

and most respected source of audience measurement data no 

should be changed to rely one or more relevant datapoints 

consumer demand for video description outside of the top 60 

had previously found to be “minimal” relative to the overall 

and pass-through of video-described programming as part of 

the amount of video-described programming currently 

the video-description requirement if the requirement is too 

continued from page 2

continued on page 7



@ This proposal includes channel sharing on channel 49 by WEDW and WZME.
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May 1 & 16 Radio stations in Indiana, Kentucky, 
and Tennessee

stations in Michigan and Ohio and television 
stations in the District of Columbia, 
Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia

for radio stations in Michigan and Ohio, and 
television stations in the District of Columbia, 
Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia

television stations in Arizona, the District 
of Columbia, Idaho, Maryland, Michigan, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Ohio, Virginia, Utah, 
West Virginia, and Wyoming

permittees of stations in Arizona, the District 
of Columbia, Idaho, Maryland, Michigan, 
Nevada, New Mexico, Ohio, Virginia, Utah, 
West Virginia, and Wyoming

administrative agency involving misconduct of 
the licensee, permittee, or any person or entity 

Indiana, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Ohio, and Tennessee and 
television stations in the District of Columbia, 
Maryland, Virginia, and West Virginia 

 Illinois and Wisconsin and 
television stations in North Carolina and South 
Carolina 

Michigan and Ohio, 
and television stations in the District of 
Columbia, Maryland, Virginia, and West 
Virginia

 Illinois and Wisconsin and 
television stations in North Carolina and South 
Carolina

Programming Reports for all commercial full 

Reports for television stations that have not 

   

Remittance Advice Form, Form 159  May 19
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TELEVISION REPACK

STATIONS ASSIGNED TO PHASE 10
TESTING PERIOD BEGINS:  MAY 2, 2020
COMPLETION DEADLINE:  JULY 3, 2020

           

 

 
C-Band auction procedures    May 15

 
FM boosters and “ZoneCasting”    May 16

 
 

 
Records of cable operator interests in video programming  May 18 
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@ This proposal includes channel sharing on channel 49 by WEDW and WZME. 
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Stations applying to use directional antennas to protect other 

such as the availability of suitable antenna sites, the 

rebroadcast the LPFM station, and the 60 dBu contours of the 

co-located LPFM stations, including time-sharing stations, to 

providing that (1) each licensee has access to the decoder, and 

r

•

Community Radio Act of 2010 prohibits the reduction

•

•

LPFM applicants to participate in the current practice of

a channel 6 station if they obtain a concurrence from each

•

continued from page 1 

continued from page 3

 Another factor that has become outdated since 1972 is the 
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and (4) all national legislative issues of public importance 

 Broadcasters submitted a Petition for Reconsideration of 
the Political File Order
comments came in from both the original complainants and 

station for technically violating a rule even though its action 

discussed in the orders pertain to commercial messages on 

Order on Reconsideration (FCC 20-49) 

that the Political File Order
Political File Order 

in the Political File Order referenced that section or discussed 

about candidate ads, the Commission declined to address 

Political 
File Order

all political matters of national importance that are referenced 

issue advertiser or provide other information relating to an 

abbreviations arose from one of the rulings in the Political File 
Order

Order on Reconsideration, the Commission provided 

abbreviation is left to the reasonable good faith judgment 

continued from page 1

continued from page 2

of assignments achieved in the decades-long balancing 


