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Contract Filings 
Eliminated
 The FCC has abolished the 80-year-old requirement in 
Section 73.3613 of its rules that broadcast licensees routinely 

Report and Order 

Class A AMs Studied 
Again

that govern Class A AM radio stations in a Second Further 
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking

critical-hours and nighttime transmissions. (“Critical hours” 

before local sunset.) The Commission is evaluating feasible 

the Class A stations.

Congress Passes Music 
Modernization Act

 An issue of immediate interest to radio broadcasters 

no longer necessary. 

continued on page 6

continued on page 6

continued on page 8
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Shifting Family Ownership Costs $2 Million

Catalog of Reimbursable LPTV and  
FM Costs Open for Comment

 The FCC’s Media Bureau and Wireless Telecommunications 

licensee said it intended to return the station to the air if and 

an agreement negotiated.

to the Commission’s attention that Carolina Rays may 

receive reimbursement for costs reasonably incurred because of 

 In a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and Order (FCC 18- the range in the catalog or are for items or services not 
included in the catalog.  

consent to an assignment or a transfer of control has been 

 The Communications Act and the FCC’s rules require 

rules and urged that these circumstances be considered as 
mitigating factors.
 The Bureaus and Carolina Rays agreed to terminate 

the Commission’s regulations and agreed to forfeit its 

Carolina Rays.
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Stations Fined for Unauthorized Silence

Procedures Proposed for FM Translator Auction

silent for 30 or more consecutive days.  The Commission’s 

Forfeiture Order

the Commission assumed that the translator had been silent 

 The FCC’s Wireless Telecommunications Bureau and 

bids at nine different increments above the amount of the 

therefore inferred that these stations had been silent for that 

Notice of Proposed Liability for Forfeiture

 The Bureau rejected each of these arguments. It said that 

them. The argument about a single source of the violations 

Forfeiture Order 
because during the intervening time after the release of the 
Notice of Proposed Liability



@ This proposal includes channel sharing on channel 49 by WEDW and WZME. 
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DEADLINES TO WATCH
License Renewal, FCC Reports 

& Public Inspection Files
Deadlines for Comments in  
FCC and Other Proceedings

           

  
 

 
for Auction 100 (cross-service FM 

 

 
 

 

nd  
Protection of Class A AM stations FR+60  FR+90

proceeding in the Federal Register.

Rulemakings To Amend 
Post-Transition Digital TV 

Table Of Allotments

Reserved noncommercial channel

stations in Alabama, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Georgia, Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont.

in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont.

Alabama, Colorado, 
Connecticut, Georgia, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Minnesota, Montana, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and 
Vermont 

governmental administrative agency involving 

in the station(s). 

all full service radio and television stations and 

TELEVISION REPACK 

STATIONS ASSIGNED TO PHASE 1

TESTING PERIOD BEGAN:  SEPTEMBER 14, 2018
COMPLETION DEADLINE:  NOVEMBER 30, 2018

STATIONS ASSIGNED TO PHASE 2

TESTING PERIOD BEGINS:  DECEMBER 1, 2018
COMPLETION DEADLINE:  APRIL 12, 2019

DEADLINE TO RESOLVE 
MUTUALLY EXCLUSIVE CONFLICTS

AMONG LPTV DISPLACEMENT APPLICATIONS

JANUARY 10, 2019

NATIONWIDE EAS TEST

FORM THREE DUE:  NOVEMBER 19, 2018 
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DEADLINES TO WATCH
Paperwork Reduction Act Proceedings

   

Settlement Window Announced for  
Displacement LPTV Applications

include the channel-sharing agreement.
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Contract Filings Eliminated continued from page 1

redundant and unnecessary. Instead of requiring automatic 

requested to do so. The documents must be submitted 

required the listing of the items required by Section 73.3613. 

to refer directly to the documents listed in Section 73.3613. 

 Section 73.3613 formerly also included attributable 

them in Section 73.3613 is redundant and the Commission 
amended the rule to delete them.
 These amendments to Section 73.3613 do not become 

Register.  

that the agency described as “thoughtful and evidence-

interference.
-

 

channel stations.
 Critical hours
 Alternative 1: 
 Alternative 2:

 
 Alternative 1:

 Alternative 2:
interference from any other station may not be increased 

station method).

having more service from local AM  stations. 
Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking in 

   

Class A AMs Studied Again continued from page 1
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Multiple Translators May Not Require 
Showing of Technical Need
 The FCC issued a Memorandum Opinion and Order 

Triangle Access Broadcasting against the Media Bureau’s 

translators are under common control. 

that “[m]ore than one FM translator may be licensed to 

of technical need for such additional stations.” Triangle 
asserted that the Bureau had erred in granting licenses 

more cross-service translators to effectively create a de facto 
FM station.”

demonstrates technical need. The Commission observed 

 The Commission dismissed Triangle’s argument about 

an abuse of the Commission’s rules. Triangle had 
offered no 

stations.

 
 

Triangle argued essentially that any second co-owned 

translator within the primary station’s protected service 

contour would require a demonstration of technical need 

before it could be allowed.

,
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Media Bureau To 
Activate All Online 
Public Files

created documents on an ongoing current basis.

Congress Passes Music 
Modernization Act 
continued from page 1


